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Such was the language of the two epochs at an interval of
half a century; such are the ever-disappointed aspirations, the
ever-vanishing illusions of all revolutions. The result of
Payen's exhortations in 1792 are well known—extravagant
tragedies and monstrous dramas.
We will now examine how far and how worthily dramatic
literature answered the appeal of 1848.
The playbills had, during twenty-three days of the month
of February, been filled with the announcement of an insig-
nificant comedy of M. Scribe's, called " Le Puff."
The day after this regenerating revolution, this same "Puff"
and " Le Chateau de Cartes" are again on the playbills. A
little later the literature of the new era makes its appearance,
and we have " Le Dernier des Kermor," certainly one of the
last pieces that ought to have been performed under any re-
gime whatsoever. Next in order came "Le Roi Attend 1" an
interlude so void of meaning and of talent that we can not
but be surprised it was ever permitted to see the light. It
was plain that such productions would not fulfill the flowery
programme that had offered to " elevate thought, to move the
heart by sublime tableaux." It was found necessary to have
recourse again to old Corneille, and Mademoiselle Rachel
came out in " Les Horaces." She acted Camille with an
energy, a passion such as perhaps she had never before dis-
played.
It would have been well had she contented herself with re-
peating the noble Alexandrines of the great poet; no one
thought of requiring more of her. But she too had been
bitten by the revolutionary demon. The first occasion on
which she exhibited symptoms of the "disease we relate on the
authority of a rather indiscreet modern muse, who gives it in
a volume she has recently published, containing forty-five let-
ters addressed to her -by an immortal bard. We can well
imagine that such a correspondence is one to be proud of, yet
more delicaey and good taste would have advised less haste,
and censured the bringing it before the public almost simul-
taneously with the invitations to the funeral of the illustrious
writer.
At the time of tie Revolution of the 24th of Feburary

